A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
6.  “Serving—Obedience: Value Participating Above Spectating!”
Theme:  “Humility leads to serving one another.”                                                                     
Introduction

Napoleon once pointed to a map of China and said, “there lies a sleeping giant, if it ever wakes up, it will be unstoppable.”  The same could be said of the Christian church…it is a sleeping giant.  Each Sunday, Christians gather for worship, hear a message, return to their homes and do little with their faith except “believe” in it.
Sadly, the attitude of the majority of Christians is that the church is for spectators.  The congregation hires the pastor and staff to do the work of ministry while they sit on the side lines as spectators to watch the game.  Someone described the church as reflecting a typical football game.  There are 22 people on the playing field desperately in need of rest, while 22,000 people are in the stands desperately in need of exercise.

The Biblical picture of the church is not that of a copy of spectators.  God has far greater expectations for every Christian.  He expects every believer to use his or her spiritual gifts and talents in ministry.  If we can ever awaken and unleash the massive talent, resources, creativity, and energy lying dormant in the typical local church, Christian will explore with growth at an unprecedented rate.
In this week’s scripture we discover the key features that will turn spectators into participants.  But the underlying factor that determines this transformation rests on attitude:  Humility (Romans 12:3) the willingness to minister and to serve one another is directly related to our attitude toward ourselves.

Scripture Reading:  
1. What team sport have you been involved in and what team attitude contributed to the success of the team?
What We Should Know

1 What is the most reasonable response to God’s great mercy shown in Jesus Christ?  Roman. 12:1-2
· Why is the “renewal” of one’s mind so vital for a person’s life to be transformed?
2 How should Christians think about themselves?  Romans 12 :2
· Why is this factor so critical if Christians are to truly be obedient followers of Christ?  Luke 9;23, Gal. 2;20; Phil 2:3-7
3 When thinking with “sober judgment” how should individual Christians view themselves in relationship with other believers?  Romans 12:4-5
4 How has God enabled the church body to do the work of ministry?         Romans 12:6-8
What We Should Be

1. In Romans 12:6, what is God’s intent for every Christian?
2. If God’s intention for you is to use the ministry gifts he’s graced you with, notice the necessary steps that will lead to it!
· Have you received God’s mercies in Christ and presented your body to Him?
· What are matters in your thought life that God needs to change in order for your behavior to transform?
· Describe the way you view yourself.  Is life all about you…or are you more concerned about doing God’s will?
· Where do you see yourself functioning in the body of Christ?
· What grace gifts has God given you and with what attitude are you using them?
What We Should Do

1. As you take inventory of your attitude toward yourself, how do you understand the quality of humility?

2. What are the best ways for you to serve others in the church body?
